
 
Muskrat Falls Hydro Development Project about 15.5 miles outside of Happy Valley—Goose Bay in 
the Province of Newfoundland and Labrador, CANADA. Energy from this dam is proposed to run 
through the Maritimes, across into the U.S. and to Plymouth at the expense of Indigenous lives, 
Culture and Food. 
 
Our speaker, Marjorie Flowers (Rigolet Inuk) and three others were arrested and sent to a high-
security men’s penitentiary about 932 miles away from their home because they refused to obey the 
Provincial Supreme Court-ordered injunction, which told them that they could not protest at or near 
the dam site. They served time for trying to protect lives downstream, the environment and 
the traditional food source of local Aboriginal people. 
 
Excerpts below are from an article written by Hans Bollerman from the Briarpatch Magazine, October 29, 
2018    https://briarpatchmagazine.com/articles/view/oil-water 
 
“When the Muskrat Falls hydro megaproject was announced in 2010, many Newfoundlanders and 
Labradorians thought it was their salvation.  From oil, to water. Yet the project rapidly turned sour. Apart from 
the cost overruns and delays—by Crown corporation Nalcor Energy, the project has seen sustained 
Indigenous-led opposition from local communities” concerned that the method of damming the river will 
concentrate the neurotoxin methylmercury. “Methylmercury accumulates as it goes up the food chain, 
poisoning food sources in an area where many live off the land, hunt, and fish.  They are also worried about 
the risk of a geologic formation—the ‘North Spur’—collapsing and flooding local communities. And many have 
decried the flooding local communities.” Many more have decried the destruction of a sacred river that plays 
a key role in local livelihood and Indigenous culture.   
 
Protests at the project main gate culminated with the Royal Canadian Mounted Police surrounding the area in 
October 2016 and violently arresting protesters.  This escalated the confrontation; several dozen Land 
Protectors broke the gate, stormed the site and occupied the workers’ camp. Over 20 of them still face 
charges and are currently on trial. 
 
To learn more, please check out the following links: 
Harvard Study on Methylmercury at Muskrat Falls: http://bgc.seas.harvard.edu/assets/calder2016_final.pdf 
 

NorthAmerican MegaDams Resistance  
http://northeastmegadamresistance.org  
 

Labrador Land Protectors 
https://fundrazr.com/labradorlandprotectors?ref=ab_3bQyKORLmaz3bQyKORLmaz 
 

Jones River Watershed Association 
https://jonesriver.org 



 

 

Muskrat Falls on the Mista Shipa River 
                         in Central Labrador prior to dam construction 


