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May 24, 2012 
 
The Honorable Fred Upton   The Honorable Joe Barton 
Chairman     Chairman Emeritus 
Committee on Energy and Commerce Committee on Energy and Commerce 
U.S. House of Representatives  U.S. House of Representatives 
Rayburn House Room 2125    Rayburn House Room 2109 
Washington, D.C. 20515-6115  Washington, D.C. 20515-6115   
   
The Honorable John Shimkus   The Honorable Ed Whitfield 
Chairman, Subcommittee on    Chairman Subcommittee on Energy  
 Environment and Economy   and Power 
U.S. House of Representatives  U.S. House of Representatives 
Rayburn House Room  2452   Rayburn House Room 2368 
Washington, D.C. 20515-6115  Washington, D.C. 20515-6115   
   
 
 Re: Pilgrim Nuclear Power Station, Plymouth, Massachusetts 
 
Dear Representatives Upton, Barton, Shimkus, and Whitfield, 
 
 We write in response to your May 21, 2012 letter to the Nuclear Regulatory Commissioners 
urging the Commissioners to relicense Entergy-Louisiana’s 40 year-old Pilgrim nuclear reactor 
despite pending contentions raised by members of our community.  Your letter derides the public 
process that properly allows for American citizens to raise their safety and environmental concerns 
before federal regulators, with the expectation that their concerns will be fully and fairly 
adjudicated before the federal agency acts.  We are dismayed by your position, which would 
subvert fundamental principles of due process to benefit Entergy. 
 
 Your letter closes with an appeal to the “human importance” of jobs allegedly contingent on 
the renewal of Entergy’s license, and you state that Pilgrim employs 650 workers. You fail to 
mention, however that 90% of the Pilgrim work force voted on May 15, 2012 to strike Entergy over 
unsafe working conditions, benefits, and wages,1 and that the total number of workers is reported to 
be 422. A labor strike is likely on May 25, 2012, and Entergy is spending about $85,000.00 weekly 
for replacement workers who are unfamiliar with Pilgrim and received no on-site training. 
Entergy’s troubled labor relations speak to how our community feels about the purported economic 
benefit to which you refer.   
 
 Your letter ignores the fact that decommissioning Pilgrim will require employment of 
several hundred workers for at least 7 years, and more workers to maintain the high-level nuclear 
waste dump that Entergy has created in our community.2  

                                                 
1 http://news.bostonherald.com/news/regional/view.bg?articleid=1061129320.   
 
2 See, for example, decommissioning of Maine Yankee nuclear power station. MY was larger than Pilgrim (840 MW 
vs. 715 MW), but Pilgrim has more spent fuel. Decommissioning took 7 years (1997 to 2004). On-site storage and 
maintenance of spent fuel rods is expected to last for 30 years.   
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 Five million people live within 50 miles of Entergy’s aging, leaking, Fukushima style 
reactor that the company bought at a yard-sale price in 1999.3 Entergy now generates $1 million a 
day in revenues from Pilgrim, while negatively impacting our communities. Your emotional plea 
for relicensing based on the “hardship” imposed on Pilgrim employees due to the NRC’s 
“impression of regulatory intransience” disregards the reality that jobs can be created in 
decommissioning, and that even if this were not the case, the 422 current jobs at Pilgrim should not 
trump the well-being and livelihood of the millions of people who will be affected if the NRC fails 
to carefully and adequately consider all of the issues raised by our community through Pilgrim 
Watch and Jones River Watershed Association. 
  
 A review of the pending contentions reveals legitimate concerns for our safety and our 
natural resources and a wholesale failure by federal regulators to properly implement laws intended 
to protect our safety and the natural resources where we live, recreate, and work.  Entergy’s once-
through cooling water is destroying marine aquatic life in Cape Cod Bay, and the company’s Clean 
Water Act permit expired 16 years ago.  During its 40 years of operation, Pilgrim has used an 
amount of water equivalent to the entire volume of Cape Cod Bay to cool the nuclear reactor, with 
devastating impacts on our fisheries and other marine life.  If you have ever visited Cape Cod Bay, 
you surely realize that it is a national treasure, and its natural resources the foundation of almost the 
entire economy of Southeastern Massachusetts.  Surely, protection of Cape Cod Bay deserves the 
highest level of scrutiny by the NRC and other federal regulators--- which it has not received to 
date. 
 
 Fairness cuts both ways.   As citizen groups, we do not have the high-priced lawyers and 
lobbyists that Entergy-Louisiana is able to buy with the profits it makes off of our electric bills.  We 
are stuck with a high level nuclear waste dump in our backyard, that is depressing real estate values 
and the reputation of our region as a healthy and safe place to raise a family or run a business.  
Entergy-has no stake in our community and demonstrated its callous disregard for the well-being of 
its Pilgrim employees by locking them out on May 15, 2012, and by refusing to reach a contract 
agreement. 
 
 We urge you to consider the “human importance” of all of our jobs, families, homes, 
businesses, and natural resources in the context of your push to override our due process rights for 
Entergy’s benefit.  Pilgrim is an outdated and troubled nuclear reactor --indeed, two days ago 
Pilgrim was forced into shut down due to a malfunction during a “thermal backwash” which was 
attempting to remove the buildup of aquatic life that interferes with the station’s operation. Such 
instances do nothing to assure us that all is well at Pilgrim, and that the operating license should be 
issued despite our outstanding contentions.  By all accounts, Entergy’s purchase of Pilgrim was 
contingent upon the station retiring in 2012 – not seeking to run for another 20 years past its design-
life. 
 

                                                                                                                                                                  
MY employed 360 on-site workers while operating; after two years there were 200 workers, but by 2002 there were 430 
people employed in decommissioning. MY found workers leaving so quickly for jobs elsewhere that the company had 
to institute a "Golden Handcuffs" program. “Economic Consequences of the Early Closure of Maine Yankee Atomic 
Power Plant, Wiscasset, Maine, the First Five Years,” by Ray Shadis, consulting technical advisor, to New England 
Coalition, http://www.necnp.org/files/docs/EX_14.pdf   See also, “Maine Yankee Decommissioning Experience Report, 
Detailed Experiences, 1997-2004” prepared for EPRI and Maine Yankee by New Horizon Scientific, LLC. 
http://www.maineyankee.com/public/pdfs/epri/my%20epri%20report-2005.pdf 
 
3 The total price was $86 million, but when the cost of new fuel is factored in, Entergy paid only $13 million. 
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 Should you have any questions, please call Norman Pierce of the Pilgrim Coalition at 
npiercephd@aol.com, telephone 781-585-2322. 
 
     
     Very truly yours, 
 

     
     Pine duBois, JRWA 
     for 
     Pilgrim Coalition 
 
 
 

 
Cc:  Nuclear Regulatory Commission, Commissioners 
       Representative Henry A. Waxman, Ranking Member 
       Representative John D. Dingell, Chairman Emeritus 
       Representative Bobby L. Rush, Ranking Member, Subcommittee on Energy and Power 
       Representative Gene Green, Ranking Member, Subcommitte on Environment and the Economy 
       Representative Edward Markey 
       Representative Bill Keating, House Committee on Homeland Security 
       Senator John Kerry 
       Senator Scott Brown 
       Governor Deval Patrick 
       Senate President Therese Murray 
       Senator Marc Pacheco 
       Senator Robert Hedlund 
       Senator Thomas Kennedy 
       Senator William Brownsberger 
       Senator Benjamin Downing 
       Senator James Eldridge 
       Representative Vinny DeMacedo 
       Representative Thomas Calter 
       Representative Dan Wolf 
       Representative Lori Ehrlich 
       Representative Sarah Peake 
       Representative Ann Gobi 
       Representative James Cantwell 
        
 

 


