
EcoLaw 
c/o P.O. Box 380083 

Cambridge MA 02338 
 
 

December 17, 2012 
 
BY HAND 
Mr. Richard Manfredi 
Building Inspector 
Town of Plymouth 
Town Hall-Lincoln Street 
Plymouth, MA 02360 
 
Re: Violation of Town Zoning By-Laws by Entergy Corporation at Pilgrim Nuclear Power 
Station 
 
Dear Mr. Manfredi, 
 

We are writing on behalf of Plymouth residents who will be affected by Entergy Nuclear 
Generating Corporation’s dry cask storage facility that is under construction at its Pilgrim 
Nuclear Power Station on Rocky Hill Road in Plymouth. This is a complaint under the Town 
Zoning By-Law Section 205.15 alleging that a violation of the ordinance has occurred.  This 
complaint alleges that Entergy has violated the Town Zoning By-Laws by starting construction 
of a nuclear waste storage facility without a special permit. 

 
In June 2012, Entergy’s spokesperson stated to the press that “Entergy has actually 

broken ground on a $120 million project to build a special pad on the grounds of the Pilgrim 
Nuclear Power Station that will, eventually, house up to 40 dry-cask storage units.” See, Old 
Colonial Memorial,  THE FUKUSHIMA INTERVIEWS: PART 2: Dry cask move not about safety - Duxbury, MA 
- Wicked Local Duxbury http://www.wickedlocal.com/duxbury/news/x478683671/THE-FUKUSHIMA-
INTERVIEWS-PART-2-Dry-cask-move-not-about-safety#ixzz2CJ8M65tW 

 
According to the July 2012 minutes of the Town’s Nuclear Matters Committee, “Work 

continues on dry cask storage project.  Placement of first casks 2014.”Aerial photographs taken 
on September 15, 2012 appear to show an area where there has been recent excavation of soil 
and/or clearing of land. This area was identified by Entergy spokesman David Tarantino, and 
members of the Nuclear Matters Committee as associated with Entergy’s dry cask storage plans.   
 
 A zoning permit and special permit for the construction of Entergy’s nuclear waste 
storage facility is required by Plymouth’s Zoning By-Laws, including but not limited to Sections 
205-5, 205-9, and 205-51. Entergy’s	  ongoing	  construction	  activities	  are	  being	  done	  in	  the	  
floodplain district as identified by the Zoning By-Laws in Section 205-58. 
 
 Under the Zoning By-Laws, a public hearing must be held on any special permit 
application as prescribed in Section 205-6B.  See, Section 205-9(A)(5).	  
 



 Entergy’s application for a special permit must adhere to the requirements of Section 
205-9 of the Zoning By-Laws.  This includes a “preliminary plan” of the proposal.  The site plan 
and other drawings must indicate the area of the site and the “proposed uses of the land,” and 
must include an impact statement.   
 

The Zoning By-Law prohibits piecemeal permitting of a development project. According 
to news reports, on December 5, 2012, your office received a request from Entergy for a permit 
to construct a 14-foot high, 210-foot long retaining wall at Pilgrim. See, 
http://www.wickedlocal.com/plymouth/topstories/x1665848977/Pilgrim-applies-for-permit-
after-critics-squawk-to-selectmen#axzz2F3wESWeK  This permit application would appear to 
be related to the on-going construction of the dry cask storage facility that was first described by 
Entergy in June 2012.  According to the news report, Pilgrim’s Senior Project Manager would 
not comment on whether the retaining wall is part of the dry cask storage facility construction 
project. 

 
Entergy does not have a permit as required by the Town Zoning By-Laws to construct a 

nuclear waste storage facility at Pilgrim.  Entergy has explicitly stated that the construction has 
begun.  The December 5, 2012 application from Entergy to construct a retaining wall is not a 
permit to construct a nuclear waste storage facility.  Therefore, Entergy is in violation of the 
Town Zoning By-Laws.  We request that your office enforce the Zoning By-Laws with regard to 
the nuclear waste storage facility under construction at Pilgrim. 

 
Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions.  I can be reached at 508-259-

9154, and by email at meg@ecolaw.biz. 
 
 
     Sincerely, 
 
     Signed electronically  
 
     Margaret E. Sheehan 
 
Cc:  Plymouth Board of Selectmen 
        Nuclear Matters Committee, Town of Plymouth 
        Senator Therese Murray 
        Senator Dan Wolf 
        Representative Oliver deMacedo 
        Representative Tom Calter 
        U.S. Representative Edward Markey 
        U.S. Representative Bill Keating 
        Nuclear Regulatory Commission, Region I 
        Entergy Corporation 
        Duxbury Board of Selectmen 
        Kingston Board of Selectmen 
        Carver Board of Selectmen 
        Plympton Board of Selectmen 



   
    
 
 

	  


