
January 24, 2017 
 
Ladies and Gentlemen: 
  
We were pleased to read your January 4, 2017 letter[i] to the Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission (NRC) expressing concern with the candid and alarming assessment of Pilgrim 
Nuclear Power Station's (PNPS) problems documented for the NRC's records by Mr. Don 
Jackson, the Team Leader of the IP 95003 Supplemental Inspection Team, in an email on 
December 6, 2016.[ii] 
  
Please find attached a Performance Analysis that compares the safety performance records 
of Entergy's corporate fleet and PNPS alone to the rest of the US Commercial Nuclear 
Energy Industry, comprised of twenty-nine (29) owner/operators and one hundred (100) 
nuclear reactors. 
  
The facts are: 

 For more than a year, PNPS has been ranked in the lowest level of the Action Matrix of 
the NRC Reactor Oversight Process: Multiple/Repetitive Degraded Cornerstone; the next 
step is an NRC closure order. 

 PNPS is one of three reactors in the US with the worst safety performance record. 

 Entergy is the owner/operator of all three of these worst performing reactors, making up 
30% of Entergy's nuclear fleet: Pilgrim, Arkansas One and Arkansas Two. 

 Entergy is the only owner/operator with reactors operating at the lowest level of safety 
performance. 

 Entergy Corporation now has the worst safety performance record of all owner/operators 
in the US (only 60% of Entergy's reactors are operating at the highest level of safety 
performance compared to an industry average of 91%). 

 PNPS's current decline began soon after its re-licensure in 2012, and has trended to 
becoming increasingly severe over time. 

 Entergy has recently sold, closed or announced closure of more than half its nuclear 
reactor fleet: Vermont Yankee, Pilgrim, Palisades, Fitzpatrick, Indian Point One and Two. 

Our conclusions are: 

 PNPS's trend in the increasingly unsafe direction has been observed and documented in 
NRC reports for years. 

 The NRC has been unable to arrest or reverse PNPS's trend of increasingly unsafe 
operation for years. 

 PNPS's problems are symptomatic of a systemic deficiency peculiar to Entergy and not 
an experience observed in the rest of the US commercial nuclear energy industry. 

 This analysis supports the alarming safety culture assessments made by Mr. Jackson’s 
December 6, 2016 email. 

 The NRC's characterization of Mr. Jackson’s assessments as 'not fully developed 
preliminary observations' is hopefully just a prelude to a more conclusive and detailed 
report with similar findings as ours. 

http://www.capecodbaywatch.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/PerformanceAnalysis_2016Jan18.pdf


 As a lame duck owner/operator of PNPS, Entergy could lack the financial incentive to 
improve performance before the planned closure in 2019. 

 Millions of people living close enough to PNPS are undeniably at greater risk than those 
living around the safest (97% of all) US nuclear reactors. 

 
Sincerely, 
  
William Maurer 
140 Gifford St. 
Falmouth, MA 02540 
508-548-6221 
  
Brian Boyle, PhD 
PO Box 786 
Truro, MA 02666 
617-733-7927 
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[i] Commonwealth letter to the NRC. Jan. 4, 2017, RE: Pilgrim Nuclear Power 

Station http://www.mass.gov/ago/docs/policy/2017/nrc-letter-01-04-17.pdf. 
[ii] NRC email Pilgrim 95003 Phase C Update, Dec. 5, 

2016 http://media.wix.com/ugd/f7815f_9d7088397cc6456b838c33ba1fd9baff.pdf 
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