
It has been an amazing year of generosity and revelation, of hard 
work and the realization of harder work to be done—and we are 
ever more confident and hopeful as a result.  Our “big bang” 
occurred with the success last year of our capital campaign.  
Historically the Jones River has fostered ingenuity and greatness 
of heart—and in 2006 with extraordinary contributions, large 
and small; we paid the mortgage on Jones River Landing and 
brought the facility to a new level of functionality. No, we are not 
entirely out of debt—but the land is, and because of that we have 
room to grow. 

�e buzz in the boatshop is genuinely thrilling! �ere is 
something completely magical in bringing the old trades and old 
boats to life. �e gang of artisans and volunteers who assemble 
regularly to practice their skill and talk the ‘good talk’ brings a 
great feeling of productivity to the Shiverick boatshop. �is Fall I 
expect that the third year series of the Mass Bay Maritime 
Artisans will take shape in Kingston and its programs will 
continue to glue this fine group together in useful nights of skill 
development and comradeship. 

Still my personal inspiration springs from the river’s 
interconnection with Silver Lake and the magnificent bays. �e 
long held dream of repairing the damage in this system is coming 
to focus. �e miracle of state funding given this year to the Jones 
River Watershed Association will enable us to perform the 
necessary planning and organizing to restore essential habitats to 
the river system. We have faith that when connectivity is 
re-established between Silver Lake and Cape Cod Bay, a stunning 
resurgence will follow of species now all but lost to the river 
system. �is work is important because these small fish are the 
threads that hold the web of life together in these parts and 
around the globe. It is absolutely necessary that we take care of the 
small creatures so that the large and magnificent animals that we 
depend on for our food and our sense of awe and well-being can 
survive.

As a society and in our small communities here on the south 
shore, we have a large footprint on the planet.  Whether we are 
talking about carbon emissions, consumption of water and 
energy, or general use of natural resources, we are among the most 
aggressive consumers in the world.  It is very important for us to 

begin to reconcile this with our desire for a healthy environment. 
Each of us has the ability to control how much negative stress we 
exert on our families, our neighbors and on the rest of society. We 
can and must begin to measure our imprint and soften our touch. 
Our world is depending on us now; our children, and theirs, 
require us to “get real” for their quality of life, if not, their very 
survival.

At Jones River Landing in the coming year, we ask members to 
join us in our efforts to build a facility that will be a credit to our 
community and to our more conservative way of thinking. 
Conservation of natural resources is high on our “to do” list here. 
Please help us.  Join us.  Build with us.  Save the important 
traditions of the past, the extraordinary natural resources of the 
region, and the future of all people, by bringing your best spirit 
forward and leading the movement for change.  

Visit our website often (www.jonesriver.org) to check out our 
progress and scope the volunteer opportunities for environmental 
monitoring, green facility planning and options, boatbuilding and 
recreation opportunities and programs. We are working hard to 
establish a daily presence at the Landing, so don’t be a stranger! 
Stop in and check us out!
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Nearly every Wednesday evening over the past year, a gang of boat 
nuts has congregated at the Landing to restore a Duxbury Duck. 
�is boat, a 19’ centerboard knockabout, was built at the Landing 
by George Shiverick in 1937.

Participants in this restoration have learned the intricacies of 
working from boatbuilding plans, how to tune and use tools to 
shape curved pieces and cut rabbets to fit perfectly, and how to 
steam bend white oak frames and set copper rivets. �ey have 
learned about boat design technology and history, the strengths 
and weaknesses of different species of wood and how to read the 
grain. �ey have learned the concept of fair lines and the 
engineering of wooden boats. And in so doing, they have become 
intimately connected with the boatbuilding traditions of the Jones 
River.

�e structural restoration work is nearly complete. �e hull has 
been restored to its proper, designed shape. �e keel—a 
17’x10”x2 ½” plank of dense, hard angelique—has been sculpted 
and steambent and beveled into a work of art. 42 new frames have 
been steambent and fastened in place. 25 floor timbers have been 
shaped and beveled and installed. We are now cutting the rabbet 
in our new, laminate stem and are fitting the centerboard bedlogs 
to the keel. Next, we will spring in new sheer and bilge clamps and 
rebuild the transom, and then the breasthook and quarterknees.

It could well be that we all come down to the shop just to use 
these ancient and arcane words.

Our boatbuilding workshops take place in the context of our Fall 
Maritime Artisans Speakers’ Series, as well as all the 
environmental and recreational programming that goes on at 
Jones River Landing. Our participants—some 35 people all told, 
with 12-15 regulars—are engineers, doctors, teachers, 

tradespeople and 20-somethings considering boatbuilding as a 
career. One of our crew is now working for �e Boat Doctor 
down in Berkeley on the Taunton River, right now restoring a big 
old beautiful Matthews.

Working together on this piece of history, we remember why it is 
we choose to live in Southeastern Massachusetts. Our 
environment, our people, and our history are endlessly 
fascinating.

To get involved in the Duck Project, or learn about other Mass 
Bay Maritime Artisans programming, stop by the Landing during 
open hours, or visit our website at jonesriver.org. I can be reached 
by cell at (617) 462-7215, or mbma@jonesriver.org.

Kayaking the Jones River on a Sunday morning this past summer, 
my wife and I put in down at the Ah-de-nah and traversed upriver 
towards the Landing. We were simply amazed at the beauty and 
serenity of the landscape, the various species of plant life, and 
listened with much amusement as the red winged blackbirds sang 
to each other flitting about in the marshes.

We also observed the invasive phragmities that infests and 
threatens the very existence of the native plant life along the 
shoreline, and the algae bloom caused by the high nitrogen levels 
in the water as a result of runoffs and irresponsible disposal of 
domestic waste.

In the 27 year existence of the JRWA, the organization has 
championed the cause of restoring and preserving the fragile 
ecological system in our watershed. As the new president of the 
organization, I will strive to ensure that the river and its environs 
will remain a sustainable resource for the betterment and 
enjoyment of our community into the millennium.

We have recently brought on board as a JRWA employee local 
scientist and environmentalist Alex Mansfield. Mr. Mansfield is 
an experienced and dedicated steward of the environment with 
many years of research and hands-on expertise in environmental 
and coastal waterways remediation. Alex will be our Ecology 
Program Director and an important partner in our efforts as we 
go forward. 

Mass Bay Maritime Artisans Contributor:
Reuben Smith

Jones River Watershed Association Contributor:
Phil Walters
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We are currently entering a new era in environmental awareness. 
�is has been slowly gaining momentum over the past several 
years, but with the releases such as “An Inconvenient Truth”, and 
the report from the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change 
this movement has been truly launched into the mainstream. 
Even Newt Gingrich has teamed up with conservationist Terry 
Maple for a soon to be released book calling for bipartisan 
environmentalism. �e Nielsen Company recently reported, 
through their “BuzzMetrics” measurement, that media attention 
on the concept of ‘sustainability’ has been a persistent issue with 
levels up 169% from July ’06 to July ’07.

�is summer, JRWA and the Watershed Action Alliance of 

Southeastern MA hosted a comprehensive meeting of agencies 
and local stakeholders. �e focus of the meeting was to form a 
collaborative between agencies and local watershed associations 
in order to accelerate river restoration and promote efficient use of 
resources. By all accounts this was a highly successful meeting. It 
was extremely encouraging that on a hot Wednesday afternoon 
the Landing was full with representatives from the US EPA, MA 
Div. of Marine Fisheries, MA Dept. of Environmental Protection, 
MA Coastal Zone Management, Mass Dept. of Fisheries and 
Wildlife, MA Riverways Program, as well as the North South 
River Watershed Association, Kingston Conservation 
Commission, �e Nature Conservancy, MA Audubon, and 
others. To have all of these participants here at the Landing 

�e Jones River Paddlers aim to include the membership and 
community in a variety of recreational programs held throughout 
the year. Recently paddlers enjoyed ecology paddles led by local 
environmental consultant John Crane, coupled with "high-tide 
potluck" dinners at the Landing. Over the summer new kayakers 
took part in an introductory course offered at Billington Sea 
Kayak. In August local kayakers of all skill levels enjoyed the 
presentation of ‘Practical Kayaking’ at a Friday Night Flick night. 
�is Fall the Jones River Landing welcomed Sally Snowman, a 
Coast Guard civilian employee who is the lighthouse keeper of 
the Boston Light for a slide show presentation.

Better access to the Jones River from the Landing has been a 

major topic of discussion and research amongst JRL board 
members. Anytime water access involves tidal areas, there are a 
host of issues that become apparent during the design and 
development stage. 

All these factors, in addition to issues with permitting and 
financing of the project, are being considered by JRL but we are 
convinced that the planning, design and construction will produce 
access to the river that is convenient, safe and appropriate. 

We look forward to seeing you at the Landing and on the water. 
For more information on current events and happenings visit us 
at www.jonesriver.org. 

Volunteer Corner Contributor:
Jennifer Murray

�e continued success of the Jones River Landing is largely due to 
the contributions and commitment of our volunteers and 
member volunteers. �roughout the year these individuals can be 
found repairing floats, installing lighting fixtures, building the 
office, cleaning out storage spaces, landscaping, monitoring water 
quality, cutting and stacking firewood, preparing for events, 
conducting the annual herring count, restoring the Duxbury 
Duck, and laughing together at a Friday Potluck Dinner. 

From April 1 through June 15 over 50 volunteers helped conduct 
an average of 9 counts daily of herring traveling the fish ladder at 
the Elm Street Bridge. 371 fish were spotted coming up, higher 
than last year--but still a pitifully low count. �is information will 
assist the Mass Division of Marine Fisheries in their efforts to 
protect this important species and will further assist in efforts for 
river restoration planning. 

�is Fall the Environmental Heritage Center welcomed student 
volunteers from Silver Lake Regional and Norwell High Schools 

working to fulfill community service requirements. �ese 
students volunteer their time at JRL to assist with educational 
programs, event preparation, and facility improvements. Know a 
local student or student group looking for a service based project? 
We are able to accommodate group service days in addition to 
individual volunteers. 

Check out www.rifls.org to see data collected by Jones River 
volunteer river stewards. �e few minutes it takes to read staff 
gauges provide needed information on the heath of stream flow 
and will assist in river restoration projects and grant eligibility. 
More River Stewards are needed to help monitor streams flowing 
into Silver Lake.

JRL volunteers also keep our doors open! If you'd like to spend 
some regular time at the Landing, pitching in welcoming visitors 
and guests, helping with the facility, or with any of the ecology 
monitoring, contact us by phone at (781) 585-2322 or email 
volunteer@jonesriver.org.

Jones River Paddlers Contributor:
Doug Gray

Contributor:
Alex Mansfield
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Why be a Member?

What does it mean that Sand Tiger Sharks have shown up in significant numbers in the Jones River and Kingston/Duxbury Bay? 
Could it be that their home waters in Chesapeake Bay have become too polluted? Could it be that the improved water quality 
resulting from Kingston’s sewer project, Duxbury’s upgrades to Bay Road, and the recent vessel “no-discharge area” designation are 
attracting large numbers of bait fish which avoided the previously foul waters? Could it be that the oyster business of Duxbury Bay 
is improving the water quality even more, and attracting the sharks and the food they love? Is this shark presence yet another sign 
of rapid global warming?

Chances are that all of these elements have some part to play in this recent shark phenomenon—all of which stem from our use of 
land and resources. To ensure a healthy future for the children who come after us, and to not tip the scales beyond recovery, we must 
concentrate our energies every day on restoring health to the environment at every level, large and small. Try these small steps:

 Reduce water use—especially in dry weather, the lawn & car will survive a dry spell, the fish cannot.

 Protect rivers and streams from pollution and contaminated run-off by eliminating pesticide use 
       on your landscape.

 Reduce emissions! Running a house contributes more to global warming than any other source. Add 
       insulation, use compact florescent lights, turn off unnecessary appliances, and mow the lawn LESS!

 Ask yourself everyday—what more can I do to ensure a healthy future?

As a non-profit organization, Jones River Landing depends on 
community and individual support for its success. Membership 
is $25 per year (adult), with benefits that include:

 Access to the Jones River for kayaking, canoeing, 
      and fishing

 Invitations to special events and seminars

 Group and independent study programs focused on 
       ecology and habitat restoration

 Opportunities to learn traditional boatbuilding

 A place to relax and enjoy with family and friends

Here at the Landing, we’re moving forward quickly. We 
generally have our doors open during the workday and hope to 
add some later and weekend hours. Our website is being 
updated regularly with new programs, information, and events. 
Our fundraising is being taken to the next level, with a paper 
recycling bin, fun events, and online and store sales coming 
soon. Every week brings something new, so stop by and visit or 
check out our website often!

having a lively discussion on the approaches to local river 
restoration was truly a sign that this new environmental era will 
allow us to realize our goals locally and beyond.

While this environmental focus is nothing new here at JRWA 
and the Landing, we are excited to see the political change and 
are ready for the opportunities it will present. In fact, we’ve 
already begun to find a role for ourselves in this movement. 
JRWA was the recipient of MA State funding for fiscal year 
2008 which allowed us to take our Ecology Program to a new 
level of organization and activity. As the new Ecology Program 
Director here at the Landing, I’m developing a number of 
projects to serve the health of the river and the watershed. First 
and foremost is the development of a formal restoration plan 
for the river which will be implemented over the coming years. 
�e success of these programs is dependent on public support 
and involvement – a plan is nothing without the ability to 
implement. I look forward to hearing your ideas on local needs 
and innovative approaches to address them.

(Continued)

�e Landing is now staffed by Site Coordinator Petra Reitz with 
essential help from dedicated volunteers, who pitch in for two hour 
shifts. Contact petra@jonesriver.org to participate. �e success at 
Jones River Landing is the result of generous contributions of our 
many volunteers, members and donors, including local businesses and 
private foundations.
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