
Finally, I can say we are making real progress in our e�orts to restore 
the Jones River.  It has been a remarkable year, and we cannot thank 
you enough!  In the past year we have added over three hundred 
members, and have had the bene�t of state and private funding for 
operations.  Each has made a huge di�erence.  I can smell the 
change, I can see it.  �ough there are still huge challenges in front of 
us—I can feel that restoration is inevitable!   I hope you do too.

Jones River Landing is being developed into a community asset for 
all the people of the region.  We are proud that we have grown to 
over 500 members who represent 50 communities in eleven states.  
Our facility is relatively small, but our need to contribute to the 
solutions that will support a vibrant future is the lever that each of us 
that work here applies to our mission.  We are like the colony of 
industrious ants that accomplish great feats, the hive that turns 
nectar to honey.  We love what we do, and we want you to be a part 
of this story.

�e rich traditions and heritage of the Jones River are inspiring.  �e 
river itself is an incredible testament to the saying that great things 
come in small packages.  Whether we speak of the tall ships that 
helped hew success for a developing nation—the �rst of which were 
built on the Jones; or the famed artists and artisans that shaped their 
trades of wood, metals, and paintings from the �ow of the river; or 
the essential habitats that are supported from the mouth of Kingston 
Bay to the glacial origins in Silver Lake—the Jones River presents a 
study in the ingenious complexity of nature in eight short miles.

Our goal here is to repair the accrued damages that have been 
heaped upon the river in the last three hundred years—although it’s 
the last hundred that have been so devastating.  �ere is a great deal 
to do to retro�t and improve the storm drainage which carries 
pollutants from our landscapes to the river.  Residents can help by 
eliminating pesticides, curtailing pet waste, controlling 
contamination from cars and work projects—and eliminating 
littering with cigarette butts, plastic and beverage containers.  �e 
river is too polluted to swim in.  �is is only the fault of those of us 
who live here.  We can blame no one else.  It is not a result of 
egregious o�ense of past generations—it is only our slovenly ways.  
Easy to �x: let’s do that—for ourselves and the future generations.  

�e kids still jump o� the bridge, or the dock—and many of us do 
want to swim in the river and not get sick as a result.

Cleaning up the river is good practice for cleaning up and repairing 
the planet.  �e time is long since past that we can ignore the 
signi�cance of our impact on Mother Nature.  We exact too much, 
extract too much, burn too much, waste too much—and are too 
complacent about lending our brains to the solutions.  �is is really 
the change we seek, and it needs to come from within.  I have faith 
that the present global crises will be our liberation and that we will 
discover things that will make life better for all, reconcile our 
cultures with the planet’s natural limitations, and li� humanity up to 
welcome realizations.  So, at the Landing, we prepare the �eld, sow 
the seeds, and welcome your inspirations.  Join us!
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�e Massachusetts Bay Maritime Artisans program is going through 
a period of transition.  While Reuben Smith is moving on to other 
things outside of New England, the MBMA will continue.  Just what 
the boat-building arm of Jones River Landing will look like is not 
completely clear at this point, but rest assured the heart of the 
programming everyone worked so hard to bring to life will survive 
and continue to grow.

I am working on a plan to oversee the lecture series slated for the 
winter of 2008-2009.  With the help of Reuben, I am developing a list 
of speakers who will address a wide range of topics of interest to the 
traditional boat enthusiast.  We are contacting speakers expert in the 
�elds of shipbuilding, rigging, and designing.  We are also talking 
with an author and a maritime historian who will �ll us in on their 
latest works. 

As part of the lecture series, we are planning a site visit to a boat 
builder or nearby shipyard.  �is all sounds a bit unsettled and 
mysterious, but we are hoping it will be intriguing enough for 
everyone to stay tuned for more details.

�ere is also a boat-building workshop in the works.  Again, details 
have yet to be con�rmed, but for now we can say it will be a class for 
12 students.  We will build one small traditional rowing/sailing boat 
in about 12 weeks starting in January.  �e class will run half a day 

on Saturdays and one evening during the week.  �e schedule will be 
�exible so the class can determine the evening that works best for all 
the participants.  It will be completely hands-on, from lo�ing to 
applying the �nal coat of paint.  A traditional launch can be expected 
as well.  �ere will be more on that to come, too.

As an impartial, uninvolved observer, I can also report the Duxbury 
Duck restoration project continues unabated.  �e keel is in place, 
work on the transom continues and the sides of the centerboard 
trunk are being glued together.  I’m excited to be getting involved 
and encourage everyone to come and lend a hand.

�is past summer, the Jones River Watershed Association, 
Massachusetts Audubon Society, Taunton River Alliance, and Save 
the Bay/Narragansett sent a notice of intent to sue, literally to taking 
on Washington, by charging the Environmental Protection Agency, 
State Department of Environmental Protection and the City of 
Brockton with the degradation of the Taunton River and the South 
Coastal Watersheds, including Silver Lake and the Jones River. 

�ough its mismanagement is having diverse negative impact on all 
of the regional watersheds, the impact Brockton has had on the Jones 
River is simply devastating.  �e reduction in �ow caused by 
municipal withdrawal of water from Silver Lake which recharges the 
Jones River and tributaries is having a catastrophic e�ect on 
indigenous species of �sh and other aquatic wild life.  Populations of 
trout and herring that spawn in our waters are dwindling.  �eir 
habitat is stagnant more o�en than not.  �is is brought on by the 
City of Brockton’s poor stewardship and the misuse of our precious 
resources.

�e e�ect of Brockton’s insatiable thirst for our water, lack of 

remorse for the damage already caused, and obvious continued 
disregard for its e�ect upon our watershed is totally irresponsible; 
and it would be irresponsible on the part of the JRWA and its 
counterparts if we allow this violation and devastation to continue.  
For the �rst time in the more than thirty years we have been 
addressing this problem, Brockton has a real alternative source of 
supply.  It has a contract with the Aquaria desalination plant in 
Dighton to take water.  Aquaria is ready to deliver, but Brockton is 
not committed to using that water to reduce its impact on our area.  

Let me be clear: our issue with the city and government agencies is 
mismanagement, including over-use and the diversions of polluted 
water into what would otherwise be clean water.  �ese are violations 
of the Federal and Massachusetts Clean Water Acts—which are the 
avenues we are following to achieve improved management of these 
regionally signi�cant public resources. Mark our progress on the 
jonesriver.org website—check out the right side panel of the home 
page for updates.  Make no mistake: this is a civil action under the 
Clean Water Act with national implications that can help rivers and 
ponds everywhere.  Please support this e�ort!

Mass Bay Maritime Artisans: News Contributor:
Peter Arenstam

Jones River Watershed Association: President’s Message Contributor:
Phil Walters

Restoring the Duxbury Duck



Volunteer Corner Contributor:
Peter Donohoe

You will have noticed from the articles in this latest newsletter, and 
certainly if you have stopped by recently, that there has been a lot 
going on at the Landing this year.  Much of it is thanks to our 
volunteers.  We staged another well-sta�ed herring count from April 
through early June, though unfortunately for the herring, our 
counters almost outnumbered the �sh (see Alex Mans�eld’s 
Un-dam-it! article).  Our Wednesday night boatshop volunteers have 
made amazing progress on the restoration of the Shiverick-built 
Duxbury Duck, and it won’t be long before we see her �oating once 
again in the Jones River where she was launched more than 70 years 
ago.  �e Landing facilities and operations have bene�tted greatly 
from the work of volunteers, the boatshop is sporting a beautiful set 
of new doors, the raingarden in the front is nearing completion with 
a new retaining wall, and our river access has been improved for 
boating and �shing with a new dock con�guration.  We have 
members who help with updating our computer systems, 
videotaping events, providing fresh coats of paint and new shingling.  
Additionally, volunteers help clean-up, maintain and sta� the 
property.  All of these projects and improvements are made possible 
by volunteers, and those opportunities are continuously expanding.  

�e Landing has purchased the historic Holmes/Watson Boatyard 
(pictured right), just up the river on Landing Road.  While it is an 
important piece of the boatbuilding heritage for the Jones River, it 
will need quite a bit of work by volunteers to stabilize it before parts 
of it could end up becoming part of the Jones River—and then to 
move forward to develop it into a useable extension of the Landings’ 
facilities.  To help educate, organize and make the most of our 
volunteers’ time, we will be instituting membership meetings. Our 
hope is to have these meetings the �rst �ursday of every other 
month starting November 6.  �e purpose of the meetings will be to 
keep interested members updated on what is going on at the Landing 
with the many projects we are working on such as the Wapping Road 

Dam study, the Holmes/Watson Boatyard restoration and much 
more, and to present the areas where we need the help of volunteers.  
Keep an eye on our website for more information on the 
membership meetings.

Soon we will introduce a new Volunteer Corner at the Landing.  �is 
will be a spot where volunteers can sign in, where we showcase some 
of the contributions of those who have helped and display our 
“Volunteer of the Month” award.  We will also maintain a listing of 
areas where we need help so you can stop by anytime and pick 
something from the list to work on.  Some projects may take a half 
hour or an a�ernoon, while others may be an ongoing task you can 
come by and attend to regularly or whenever you have the time.  
Some volunteers may even want to “Adopt a Project” by choosing 
something they would like to assume a consistent role in completing.

If you are interested in volunteering your time and/or knowledge, 
please call us at 781-585-2322, email us at volunteer@jonesriver.org 
or, better yet, stop by and we’ll put you to work helping us restore, 
improve and maintain the Jones River and the Landing.
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When Pine invited me down to the Landing four years ago to 
become part of the group developing the Environmental Heritage 
Center, create Mass Bay Maritime Artisans, and run my boat 
business out of the storied Shiverick Shop, it required a lot of faith to 
see the potential in those falling-down buildings and that derelict 
site.  All there was to work with, really, was the terri�c history of the 
place, and the terri�c future we envisioned; the present, then, didn’t 
hold much.  Today, the Landing has incredible momentum, and an 
amazing community of folks who are just as moved by this place as 
were the handful of us back in the beginning.  I’m sorry to be leaving 
my post here,   but I do so knowing the Landing, and Mass Bay 
Maritime Artisans, are in �ne shape.  Our developing collaboration  

with Plimoth Plantation to help run the boatbuilding programs is an 
incredible coup for us.  �ere isn’t a better person than Peter 
Arenstam for running our workshops in all of New England.  I was 
amazed at our luck when he told me he wanted to do it.

I am deeply indebted to my friends at the Landing for giving me the 
space and support to �nd my voice and give expression to my 
understanding of how the work I choose to do �ts in with our culture 
here on the coast of Massachusetts, and why it matters and why the 
work is an experience worth sharing.  So now, that little bit of work 
that I have been doing falls to other people who care about this stu�, 
too.  �ank you, everyone, for the support you’ve given.

MBMA: Farewell Message from Reuben Contributor:
Reuben Smith

Holmes/Watson Boatyard today
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Un-dam-it! Contributor:
Alex Mansfield

So you moved away from your parent’s home and went o� to make 
your mark on the world.  Eventually it comes time to go back; to 
revisit your birthplace and show how you’ve grown.  You pack up the 
car and hop on the highway for that long trip homeward.  As you get 
closer, you realize just how much you’ve missed it and now you can’t 
wait.  You don’t pull o� for a break, you don’t even stop for a snack.  
Just as you start seeing all the old familiar sights of your childhood, 
WHAM!  Right into a concrete wall.  What the..?  It seems like there 
must be a way around but the banks of the road are too steep and you 
have nowhere to go.  �e rest of the cars start piling up behind you, 
pushing and shoving; they want to get home too.  Unfortunately, you 
never make it.  �e best you can do is try to make some relationships 
with your fellow drivers, then head back defeated.

�is is the story of river herring and other anadromous �sh all 
around the world including right here in the Jones River.  Adult �sh 
returning from the sea to �nd their ancestral freshwater spawning 
grounds �rst encounter the Elm St. dam.  Here they �nd a �sh 
ladder, a detour of sorts, that allows some but not all to continue up 
the river.  But only a mile later they run into the dam at Wapping 
Road (Route 106).  �is 7-�.-high, 40-�.-long concrete structure is 
completely impassable.  And so ends their journey.  With no 
alternative, these �sh �nd the best spawning habitat they can in this 
short stretch of river.  �e conditions do not favor the survival of 
their eggs, but it is all they can do.  

In the US, there are more than 75,000 dams over six feet tall and tens 
or hundreds of thousands of smaller dams.  All of them served a 
purpose at some point in history, but most of them have outlived 
their usefulness and are merely remnants of another time.  �e 
Wapping Road dam is a good example.  Dam privileges at the site 
were �rst granted in the 1600’s.  At this time the dams were seasonal 
with the boards removed to open agricultural space and to let river 
herring pass in the spring.  Later, the site was a series of forges, mills 
and factories that used various dams to generate power.  It was not 
until the 1920’s that the existing concrete con�guration was put into 
place.  Unlike the previous earthen and wooden materials, concrete 
has a much longer lifespan than the industry that constructed it.  
Concrete dams like this one are continuing to block �sh passage all 
over the country while slowly deteriorating and serving no useful 
purpose.  

It may seem obvious that obsolete structures should be removed, but 
people have many legitimate questions and concerns about these 
dams and their future.  �e concerns about the Wapping Road dam 
are the same as those that communities all across the country are 
dealing with.  Don’t dams prevent �ooding?  Some dams are 
speci�cally built to protect downstream areas that may be subject to 
periodic �ooding.  �is is not the case with most dams, including

River Herring Photo by NOAA

Fish stuck below Forge Pond Dam

Smelt below Elm Street Dam
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Un-dam-it! (Continued)

the one at Wapping Road. �is damn was built to turn a wheel.  
Downstream �ooding was never an issue and would not be today if 
the dam were not there.  What could cause downstream �ooding is 
an unexpected breach of the aging dam.  Additionally, dams 
contribute to upstream �ooding when river �ows are high.  �ere’s a 
�sh ladder at Elm Street, why not just put a �sh ladder at the 
Wapping Road dam?  A ladder is o�en a good option.  Scientists 
have learned more about how ladders work and are able to build 
more e�ective ones than those installed even a few years ago.  
However, not all species can utilize �sh ladders.  For example, smelt 
and eels can not make it past the Elm Street ladder.  Also, although 
ladders are typically less expensive to install compared to removing 
a dam, the long term maintenance of the ladder and dam far exceed 
the cost of removal.  Doesn’t the impoundment (pond) support �sh, 
birds, and other wildlife?  It is true that many species thrive in dam 
impoundments.  Unfortunately their success comes at the expense of 
the native �sh that did, and would, thrive in a free �owing river.  
Additionally, things may not be quite as good as they seem in the 
impoundment.  �e backed up water slowly �lls in with sediment 
that has been carried downstream.  Plant growth o�en overwhelms 
these nutrient rich areas and depletes the oxygen in the water.  I have 
a home on the impoundment; won’t my property value drop if the 
nice pond goes away?  Certainly waterfront property is a rare and 
valuable commodity.  However, an interesting study conducted by 
statisticians at the University of Wisconsin in 2006 found that 
residential property near a free-�owing stream is actually more 
valuable than the identical property on a small impoundment.

�ere are many other genuine and challenging questions about how 
to handle remnant dams.  JRWA is currently working with a team of 
experts on river restoration and dam management to address these 
issues.  �ey are exploring the physical characteristics around the 
dam and surrounding property.  �ey are investigating the species 
that live in the surrounding area and assessing how di�erent 
con�gurations of the dam and the river might impact them.  �ey 
are also researching the historical, economic, and social issues 
related to the site and the river as a whole.  By late 2008, they will 
prepare a report that addresses all of the alternatives that might be 
considered at the site and details their recommendation for which 
one is preferred.  �is JRWA project (funded by the Gulf of Maine 
Council) is being conducted in conjunction with the town, the state, 
the federal government, and the property owner, all of whom are 
interested in �nding the best solution to provide �sh passage.  We 
encourage our members, the neighbors of the dam, and others with 
interest to contribute their thoughts and concerns to us regarding 
this project.  Keep an eye on our website for upcoming events 
regarding dams in general and the Wapping Road dam in particular.  
We want the �sh to know, the welcome mat is at the door… you can 
go home again.

Wapping Road Dam/Mill site

2008 Herring Count volunteers at Elm Street Dam

Wapping Road Dam, upstream view
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�ere are many large, well-known river-estuary systems around the 
country similar to the Jones River, such as the Charles River-Boston 
Harbor, the Potomac-Chesapeake Bay and even the Mississippi 
River-Gulf of Mexico, but the Jones River is unique in that one can 
experience everything those larger systems contain in a smaller, well 
de�ned area that can be explored in a few hours.  In the space of only 
seven and a half miles, the river moves from its headwaters at Silver 
Lake, a cold deep glacial lake formed over 9000 years ago, as a fresh 
water river �owing through the watershed and a variety of habitats 
and historic neighborhoods, continuing on to become a marine 
estuary that rises and falls with the tide and eventually empties into 
the bays of Kingston, Duxbury and Plymouth.  What better way to 
enjoy all of these coastal systems on this unique and scenic river than 
spending a morning or an a�ernoon taking a leisurely paddle in a 
canoe or kayak?  Try doing that on the Mississippi River system!

We do have our own set of challenges as well, of course.  Because of 
dams and obstructions we, like the river herring, cannot traverse the 
entire length of the river.  We do have to take note of the tide when 
starting out to make sure there will be enough water in the river to 
“�oat our boat” by the time we intend to return to our �nishing 
point.  But beyond that, this is a wonderful place to paddle, surround 
yourself with nature and maybe �nd some new friends who share 
your interest.

Members are welcome to launch their boats right here from the 
Landing where you can choose what type of scenery and conditions 
you would like to experience.  From our location on the river, the 
Landing provides two distinct paddling experiences.  If you choose 
to go up river, �rst check the tide.  It is about 1 ¼ miles to the Elm 
Street Dam and depending on whether you are paddling with the 
tide or against it, it would take you about a half hour to an hour to 
reach the dam. �is direction will take you under a couple of 
bridges, past historic homes along Landing Road, through 
neighborhoods and changing habitats, as you move from the deeper 
combination of salt and fresh water to the shallower and more 
predominately fresh water further up river.  Heading down river 
from the Landing you paddle under the highway bridge (can you 
�gure out what that massive pier on your right was/is used for?).  
�en the river broadens and �ows past conservation land, through 
salt marshes where herons and other water birds abound, and right 
out into the bay a�er about 1 ½ miles, where you can add some 
ocean paddling to your day. 

Whichever direction you choose, you are sure to enjoy yourself and 
see all manner of wildlife.  Be sure to consider the tide and try to use 
it to help you paddle instead of having to �ght it in either or both 
directions.  If you were paddling up river, for example, you might 
want to start out on the rising or slack tide as you head towards the 

dam so when you turn around the outgoing tide will help you make 
your way back.

For more information and to keep updated on upcoming paddling 
events check our website at www.jonesriver.org.  �e Landing is also 
developing a paddling map, available soon, which depicts the river 
and o�ers suggestions and tips on paddling the Jones River.

Jones River Paddlers Contributor:
Peter Donohoe

Paddling on the Jones

Paddling is fun for all ages
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Do we look tired?  I started out thinking this would be a simple and 
short overview of the events we’ve hosted in the last year.  I’ve 
amazed myself.  With the equivalent of two full-time employees and 
various volunteers, we have amassed an impressive list of varied and 
unique happenings.  First, the talks:  a presentation on the Prehistory 
of Kingston Bay with the Massachusetts Archaeological Society; the 
Fire�y Talk & Walk with Don Salvatore of the Museum of Science; 
updates on the Jones River �sh runs with Brad Chase of  
Massachusetts Marine Fisheries; Coastal Ecology & Gardening with 
Kevin Doyle; Whales with Regina Asmutis-Silvia of the Whale & 
Dolphin Conservation Society; a Vernal Pool Talk with Jessica 
Fahey, and Shark Talk & release of a locally caught and tagged sand 
tiger shark with John Chisholm of the Division of Marine Fisheries.  

Our recreational activities included eight of our biweekly summer 
High Tide Potlucks—a chance to mingle with other members and 
eat beside the river, maybe put a kayak or two in, sometimes listen to 
music (like Connected, the band) or go on an ecology Talk & Walk.  
We held two kayaking workshops with Billington Sea Kayak.  We 
had two river clean-ups early in the spring; one a paddle, one a 
roadside jaunt.  For the Boatbuilding side of the Landing, there was 
another well-considered Speakers’ Series, and continuance of the 
Wednesday night volunteer work on the Duxbury Duck.  In 
February we had a rollicking Mardi Gras Katrina Fundraiser with 
the band Grand Bois and catered jambalaya by True Blue BBQ, 
which raised over $2300 for the Community Center of St. 
Bernard—hard hit by Katrina—in New Orleans.  We organized our 
annual two-month volunteer count of the river herring at the Elm 
Street Dam in April and May, with an extremely low total this year: 
105 �sh in approximately 91 hours of counting over 2 months, little 
more than 2 �sh per volunteer counter.  We cheered ourselves up 
with the �rst annual Herrings Count! Art Contest, getting some 
smile-inducing entries that went on exhibit at the Kingston Arts 
Festival.  We had a late summer Lumberjack Championships 
Pancake Breakfast including chopping and stacking contests which 
helped us get our wood ready for winter (the Landing is heated by 
woodstove) and we had a lot of laughs doing it too!  

Ecological actions included �sh surveys, countless water samplings 
and assessments, the research into and launch of the Wapping Road 
Dam removal feasibility study and the Ready Set Action! program, 
which will educate and unite Silver Lake High School teachers and 
students with other volunteers in the restoration of Pine and Howard 
Brooks.  �e historically important Holmes property downriver 
from the Landing was purchased.  �e Clean Water Action suit for 
Silver Lake (see the JRWA: President’s Message article), long dreamed 
of, was �nally levered into action.  And in between all this and 
endless grant writing, our Executive Director Pine duBois was 
honored with the Green Star Award by the Environmental League of 

Massachusetts, and found time to write a guest column for the 
Kingston Reporter.  

�ere were meetings:  sta� meetings, JRL and JRWA board meetings, 
and the annual JRWA membership meeting.  Education was not 
neglected:  we hosted school & social groups such as the Kingston 
Recreation Dept., Cub Scouts and Girl Scouts, Elderhostel, various 
schools, the Plymouth Woodchucks, and exhibited at related events 
like the Island Creek Oyster Festival and the Kingston Arts Festival.  
We expanded our cyber-reach:  created the Google virtual Jones 
River photo tour, updated our website and gallery, made donations 
and memberships available online, and joined 
www.goodsearch.com (we get funds from advertisers every time 
you use this engine to search the Web!)

And we seeded our plans for the next year.  More talks and events, 
more volunteer opportunities, and more implementation of our big 
plans for ecological restoration.  We hope to do much more with 
green energy, both in terms of education and installations here at the 
Landing.  

We need you to help, and we want you to get involved.  We try to 
keep in touch about all the latest news and events by email, so please 
consider joining our email list.  Come in to sign up, or just email us 
at info@jonesriver.org. Our website is well-maintained with the 
latest news too.  If you don’t do email, we keep the local newspapers 
posted and the sign outside the Landing updated.  And of course you 
can recycle those newspapers in our Abitibi paper recycle bin too—a 
service that both raises a few buck for our operations and keeps tons 
out of the waste stream.  Don’t be afraid to stop by—upcoming 
events are posted and you may catch one of us in a talkative mood, 
even if we are tired!

Year in Review: Events at the Landing Contributor:
Petra Reitz

Fish survey with Division of Fish & Wildlife
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Why be a Member?

New England produces more greenhouse gas emissions than all but �ve countries on the planet. We can make a di�erence!

What if… I could reduce my electrical use at home by 30% this year; and you could too; and so could our neighbors?

What if… I could drive 30% fewer miles by eliminating unnecessary trips and combining necessary errands; AND, I retro�t my truck 
so that the fuel e�ciency is 30% greater; and you did too; and so did our neighbors?

What if… we set our thermostats at 60, and use lots less oil and gas as a result—we could emit much less carbon into the atmosphere 
from our homes, the greatest cause of greenhouse gas emissions in the country… and probably snuggle closer as a result.

What if… we spend an hour a day learning how to lessen our consumption and try to invent better ways of doing things—more 
conservative ways—at home, and in our neighborhood?

What if… we host a schedule of events at the Landing to learn alternative energy tricks and pass them on… would you come?

Check us out on-line… because we plan to, and we will… and it will be very exciting!

As a non-pro�t organization, Jones River Landing depends on 
community and individual support for its success.  
Dual-membership to JRWA and the Landing is $35 per year 
(adults), with bene�ts that include:

    Access to the Jones River for kayaking, canoeing, 
       and �shing

    Invitations to special events and seminars

    Group and independent study programs focused on 
       ecology and habitat restoration

    Opportunities to learn traditional boatbuilding

    A place to relax and enjoy with family and friends

    10% discount on River Store items

Here at the Landing, we have a vision.  When we look around us 
we see a robust campus, with energy-e�cient buildings poised in 
harmony with our historic boat building sites; a place where 
people commune to learn about alternative energy options for 
their homes, about boat building and maritime trades, and about 
how to conserve natural resources as well as enjoy them.  We 
dream of a place where children and adults can splash o� a 
well-built new dock or launch a canoe from a safe and versatile 
boat ramp into a clean, free-�owing river.  �at dream may seem 
distant, but we improve a little every day, and our momentum is 
growing.  But we cannot do this without the help provided by our 
supporters.  

Please, if you share our vision:  Become a member.  Volunteer.  
Contribute.  Spread the word.  Come to one of our ever-expanding 
list of events—talks on native �ora and fauna, ecosystems,  how to 
reduce our carbon footprint, local history, paddling trips, potlucks 
and fundraisers.  Shop the River Store for t-shirts, sweatshirts, 
hats, conservation- and recreation- related items.  Raise 
much-needed funds:  recycle your paper in our paper bin; use 
www.goodsearch.com in our name to search the web; donate.  Get 
online—join our email list and check our well-maintained website 
www.jonesriver.org for the latest updates and news!  And please 
remember—your involvement is key.  We hope to see you soon, 
here at the Landing.
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