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“VISIONARY” ENVIRONMENTAL GROUP GETS REGIONAL AWARD
Kingston, MA — The Jones River Watershed Association (JRWA) of Kingston,
MA, has received a “Visionary Award,” from the Gulf of Maine Council on the
Marine Environment. The Gulf of Maine Council is a U.S.- Canadian partnership
of government and non-government organizations working to maintain and
enhance environmental quality in the Gulf of Maine to allow for sustainable
resource use by existing and future generations.
The Gulf of Maine is a large gulf of the Atlantic Ocean on the east coast of North
America. It runs along the east coast of North American from Cape Cod to Cape
Sable at the southern tip of Nova Scotia. It includes the entire coastlines of the
U.S. states of New Hampshire and Maine, as well as Massachusetts north of
Cape Cod, and the southern and western coastlines of the Canadian provinces of
New Brunswick and Nova Scotia, respectively.
Both Massachusetts Bay and the Bay of Fundy are included within the Gulf of
Maine system.
The award lauds JRWA for “outstanding innovation, creativity, and commitment
to protecting the marine environment within the Gulf of Maine.”
“We are extremely pleased to be chosen for this prestigious award,” said Peter
Baird, president of JRWA. “Weʼre proud of the work the organization has
accomplished and to be acknowledged for that and its positive impact on the
great Gulf of Maine ecosystem that reaches from here to Canada. The Jones
River plays an important and unique role in that ecosystem as a nursery and
spawning habitat. A healthy Jones River is critical to the health of the Gulf of
Maine. "
The award recognized the group for its work on the Jones River, itʼs headwaters,
and adjacent watersheds. Specifically the Gulf of Maine Council cited JRWAʼs
leadership in removal of a major dam on the Jones River, thus securing passage
of river herring and the American eel to fresh water spawning grounds; and for its
efforts to address the impact of the City of Brocktonʼs use of headwaters of the
Jones River as water supply as well as participating in statewide discussions on

water supply and rivers policy. The GOM Council noted the extensive research
JRWA produced to show that Pilgrim Nuclear Power Plant in Plymouth has an
adverse impact on Cape Cod Bay; and, in general, acknowledged JRWA for its
history of partnering with state and federal agencies to accomplish needed
projects, and especially for its willingness to listen to all stakeholders and forge
partnerships with other groups, towns, and local residents to accomplish goals.
The Visionary Award was one of 10 awarded to organizations and individuals in 5
Gulf of Maine Jurisdictions: Massachusetts, New Hampshire, Nova Scotia, and
New Brunswick. JRWA was one of two honored in Massachusetts. The other
went to Todd Callaghan of the Massachusetts Office of Coastal Zone
Management.
The Jones River Watershed Association was formed in 1985 and is located on
Landing Road in Kingston, MA.
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